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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Election/Restrictions 

1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-5, 19-20. drawn to an optical scanner having a pair of optical 
detecting units being mounted onto the housing through an intermediate 
member, classified in class 347, subclass 257. 

II. Claims 6-13, 21 , drawn to an optical scanner having an optical detecting 
unit disposed such that a displacement is allowed along the optical path of 
the synchronous detecting beam, classified in class 347, subclass 257. 

III. Claims 14*18, 22, drawn to an optical scanner whose housing includes 
cooling fins located near he optical detecting units, classified in class 347, 
subclass 242. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions I, II and III are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown 
that they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of 
operation, different functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In 
the instant case the different inventions are distinguished over the structural disposition 
of the optical detecting units of an optical scanner. The Invention I claims a pair of 
optical detecting units being fixed to the optical housing of the scanner through an 
intermediate member having a thermal expansion coefficient smaller than that of the 
optical housing such that the generation of heat has a small effect on the relative 
position of the optical detecting units. The Invention II is focused on the relative 
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displacement of the optical detecting unit, which is mounted on the optical housing of 
the scanner in such a way that the displacement due to the thennal defon^iation of the 
housing is along the optical path of the synchromous detecting beam. The Invention III 
is drawn to an optical scanner comprising a housing provided with cooling fins located 
near the optical detecting units. 

3. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the 
search required for Group I is not required for Group II or III, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject 
matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

5. A telephone call was made to the Attorney Joseph A. Scafetta, Jr. on October 6, 
2005 to request an oral election to the above restriction requirement, but did not result 
in an election being made. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

6. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 
or more of the cun-ently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tlie 
examiner should be directed to Hai C. Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2260. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30AM - 5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David L. Talbott can be reached on (571) 272-1934. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infonnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic. 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

HAI PHAM 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 

October 7, 2005 



